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Abstract of JP2033408 

PURPOSE:To get rid of wrong discrimination 
of catalytic degradation by measuring a 
discharging time of 02 from tree way catalyst 
at a time of forced conversion to the state of a 
rich or theoretical air fuel ratio so as to 
indirectly measure the maximum storage 
quantity of 02 of the three way catalyst. 
CONSTITUTIONS air fuel ratio adjusting 
means A adjusts an air fuel ratio of an engine 
according to outputs V1 , V2 of air fuel ratio 
sensors on the upstream and downstream 
sides of three way catalyst CCRO. A time 
measuring means B measures a time TA since 
it is judged that an operating state has 
transited from a lean operating state to a rich 
or theoretical air fuel ratio operating stage by a 
rich/lean operation state transition 
discriminating means C until it is discriminated 
that the output V2 of the air fuel ratio sensor 
on the downstream side has reversed from the 
lean to the rich by a repeat discriminating 
means D. And a catalytic degradation 
discriminating means E discriminates that the 
tree way catalyst has dagraded when the 
measured discharging time TA of 02 from the 
three way catalyst is shorter than a fixed time. 
Thus it is possible to discriminate the 
degradation of the three way catalyst 
precisely. 
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